Introduction
Chancroid, a sexually transmitted disease caused by Haemophilus ducreyi, is endemic in many tropical and subtropical countries, but outbreaks of the disease have recently occurred in more temperate climates. In Johannesburg chancroid has recently been recognised as the most common cause of genital ulceration in black men, H ducreyi being isolated in 62 of 102 (61%) of unselected cases.' Most isolates produced ,B-lactamase and were, therefore, resistant to penicillin. In addition, in vitro resistance to the antimicrobial agents usually recommended for the treatment of chancroid-namely, the sulphonamides erythromycin of seven cases of chancroid, all of which had been acquired in Korea.3 In this study we Inguinal abscess formation was evident in 18 patients, in 10 of which the abcesses had already ruptured and formed draining sinuses. While H ducreyi was isolated from all target lesions, these organisms were also isolated from seven of the 10 draining sinuses and from four of eight specimens obtained by aspiration of material from suppurating lymph nodes before treatment was started.
RESPONSE OF GENITAL ULCERS
Of the 137 patients who fulfilled the entry criteria, 100 returned for follow up examination on day 7 (see table 1) . In 42 patients the lesions had completely epithelialised and in 56 the ulcers had decreased in II). Two factors, however, appeared to delay resoluFurther treatment with erythromycin failed to tion of the disease. Those ulcers which were larger modify the course of the associated lymphadeno-than 20 mm in diameter at initial presentation and (7) followed by placebo (7) Although this study has shown that erythromycin given for one week is adequate for successfully treating chancroid, further studies are required to determine the optimum dosage and duration of treatment for achieving satisfactory cure rates. It must be borne in mind, however, that a two week course of this antibiotic would result in the elimination of the causative agents not only of chancroid but also of lymphogranuloma venereum and syphilis. 
